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Arif Hasan group gets big boost ahead
of NOC Pakistan elections on Jan 23

Truth prevails as IOC confirms POA-recognised
sports federations as legitimate

!

Al

POA president POA secretary general
Syed Arif Hasan Khatld Mahmood

LAHORE: The International Olympic Council (IOC) has confirmed that 1Z national sports federations of
Pakistan, duly affiliated with their respective international federations and duly recognised by the
Pakistan Olympic Association (POA), headed by Lt Gen (r) Syed Arif Hasan, as the legitimate ones. The
national federations are Archery Federation of Pakistan, Pakistan Badminton Federation, Pakistan
Basketball Federation, Pakistan Boxing Federation, Pakistan Gymnastics Federation, Pakistan Softball
Federation, Pakistan Table Tennis Federation, Pakistan Tackwondo Federation, Pakistan Tug of War
Federation, Pakistan Volleyball Federation, Pakistan Weightlifting Federation and Pakistan Wushu
Federation. It is pertinent to mention that some disgruntled elements, who have ruined and are still
playing dirty with the Olympic Movement of Pakistan for the last four years, have challenged the legal
status of the said national federations after forming parallel bodies. But with the IOC declaring the said
national federations as genuine, truth has prevailed and given Syed Arif Hasan and his determined
officials a big boost ahead of the National Olympic Committee (NOC) Pakistan elections on Jan 23
(Saturday). It is interesting to note that Syed Arif Hasan is contesting the elections for the fourth term.

In an email dated Jan 15, 2016 by Jéréme Poivey, the Head of Institutional Relations and Governance
NOC Relations Department, addressed to POA chief Arif Hasan and I0C member in Pakistan Syed
Shahid Ali, has confirmed the status of the national sports federations of Pakistan and directed the POA
to inform the "Election Commission and all those concerned accordingly’.

POA secretary general Muhammad Khalid Mahmood told Daily Times on Sunday that the status of
many sports federations was categorically challenged by some persons declaring them as parallel and
illegal. "But once again the I0C and the respective international federations have confirmed the
bonafide of these federations as recognised by the POA,” he added. Khalid said the status of the
Bodybuilding, Ju-Jitsu and Kabaddi Federations was not confirmed as their international federations
were not affiliated with the I0C.

"The International Netball Federation has refused to issue affiliation certificate to the Pakistan Netball
Federation on the premise of the statutory violations.” A delighted Khalid said the NOC Pakistan was
thankful to the I0C for once again confirming the genuine composition of the POA General Council. "This
has eventually ended the dispute of parallelism in national sports of Pakistan,” Khalid concluded.
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|OC backs POA in parallel federations stad

Our Staff Reporter / January 18, 2016

ISLAMABAD - The International Olympic Committee (10C) has endorsed all the
federations backed by Pakistan Olympic Association in a letter sent to the POA.

It would be a huge blow for AFP President Major General (R) M Akram Sahi as he was
relying on the |0OC to back his stance regarding voting rights of the respective
federations.

In their letter addressed to the POA, the 10C said some federations were categorically
challenged by some declaring these as parallel/illegal but once again the
|OC/International Federations confirmed the bonafide of these federations as
recognised by the POA. These federations include: Archery Federation of Pakistan,
Pakistan Badminton Federation, Pakistan Basketball Federation, Pakistan Boxing
Federation, Pakistan Gymnastics Federation, Pakistan Softball Federation, Pakistan
Table Tennis Federation, Pakistan Taekwondo Federation, Pakistan Tug of War
Federation, Pakistan Volleyball Federation, Pakistan Weightlifting Federation and
Pakistan Wushu Federation.

It is pertinent to mention here that Lt Col Wasim Ahmed Janjua led Taekwando
Federation is one of the most active federations and Gen Sahi had himself called Col
Wasim and sought his support for the upcoming POA elections but reasons best known
to Gen Sahi, he challenged the legitimacy of Col Waseem-led Taekwando Federation.
While talking to The Nation a high-placed source in the POA confirmed that the
confirmations regarding remaining national sports federations had also been received
from the International mother bodies of respective federations and duly verified by the
|OC. However, the Bodybuilding, Ju-Jitsu and the Kabaddi Federations have not been
confirmed as their IFs are not affiliated to the 10C, while the International Netball
Federation has refused to issue affiliation certificate to Pakistan Netball Federation on
the premise of the statutory violations for which the NOC is in contact with |F as well.
Meanwhile, the NOC of Pakistan has felicitated the |OC for once again confirming the
genuine composition of the POA General Council that has eventually concluded the
dispute of the parallelism in national sports.
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Abdul Mohi Shah

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
(I0C) in coordination with the
affiliated international federa-
tions has verified the bonafide
of all those federations affili-
ated with the Pakistan Olympic
Association (POA) headed by
Lt Gen (r) Arif Hasan, clearing
the way for free and fair elec-
tions of the national body on
January 23,

The bonafide of 12 federa-
tions was in question. The mat-
ter was referred to the 10C and
international bodies to take the
decision. Parallel bodies of
these federations were formed
which were neither affiliated
with the international bodies
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I0C declares genuine bodies
affiliated with Arif-led POA

nor recognised by the 10C.

These parallel bodies have
no backing and support of
even the POA. The matter was
then referred to 10C that has
taken decision, confirming the
validity of all the in question
federations which are affiliated
with international bodies and
national Olympic committee
headed by Lt Gen (r) Anf
Hasan.

These federations include
archery, badminton, basket-
ball, boxing, gymnastic, soft-
ball, table tennis, taekwondo,
tug of war, volleyball,
weightlifting and of wushu.

The 10C has taken up the
matter of all these twelve fed-
erations with the international
bodies, confirming that all

those already affiliated with
the POA are genuine and
bonafide.

“The 10C has put all the ru-
mours to rest by declaring that
all these twelve federations are
dully backed by their respec-
tive international bodies as
such these are genuine and
hold the right to cast their vote
in POA elections,” one of the
these federations’ officials,
when contacted, said.

He said that IOC commu-
nique (confirmation) has al-
ready reached POA offices and
officials of all the genuine fed-
erations,

The bodybuilding, Ju-Jitsu
and the kabaddi federations’
bonafide has not been con-
firmed as their international

federations are not affiliated
with the 10C.

Since the TIOC has yet to af-
filiate international bodies of
these three international
sports, the matter has been left
to the country’s NOC to decide
on their fate. The kabaddi, Ju-
Jitsu and bodybuilding federa-
tion that is affiliated with the
POA headed by Arif Hasan has
thus been declared genuine.

The International Netball
Federation has refused to issue
affiliation certificate to Pak-
istan Netball Federation on the
premise of the statutory viola-
tions for which NOC is in con-
tact with international federa-
tion as well.

All other 18 federations which
have no parallel bodies in the
country and are already affili-
ated with their respective inter-
national bodies and with the
local Olympic committee have
already been declared genuine.

The matter of parallel bod-
ies thus has been resolved once
and for all. Now when the 10C
in coordination with the inter-
national bodies have already
confirmed and communicated
each and every federation’s
bonafide, there should be no
doubt now.

(@)

It is now also pertinent on
the government of Pakistan in-
cluding sports boards to back
and support only those federa-
tions in the country that have
been declared genuine.

Meanwhile, NOC Pakistan
felicitates the 10C for once
again confirming the genuine
composition of the General
Council that has eventually con-
cluded the dispute of the paral-
lelismi in national sports.




Athletics federation makes baffling
selection for SAG

Mohsin Ali / January 18, 2016

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan Athletics Federation (AFP) completely ignored the ground
realities, while selecting athletes and coaches for the South Asian Games in India.
Instead of picking the best possible squad, who could stand realistic chances of
winning medals and picking those coaches who had trained athletes for the last several
months, the federation has named the blue-eyed coaches, who had only one or simply
no player at their disposal. The most astonishing thing to note in the entire saga is the
number of female coaches. AT first the AFP selected two female coaches for six
female players, who would represent country in SAG. Then hidden hand all of sudden
surfaced and another lady Seemi Rizvi's name was also included in the touring party.
Twenty male players would be participating in the SAG, but only six male coaches
were selected, which include head coach Asghar Gill, who remained absent most of
the time form training camp as first he was on training course in Korea and then he
remained in Lahore. Another nominee Sumira Zahoor is yet to get her name clear from
doping as she was banned according to WADA rules and banned athlete can't perform
in any role until and unless he or she clears his or her doping tests and submit report.
She was selected as coach against the rules and could be proved an embarrassment
for the federation and the country if this matter came into the notice of international

governing bodies.
Nadeem Khan and Ghulam Shabbir were selected as coaches with a student each in

javelin throw and hammer throw. Shakeel has golden chance of winning gold medal in
hammer throw, but Azhar Hussain is not being considered, who is a sure silver medal
hope as he had achieved 64m distance during trials. Instead of sending army of
coaches and non-relevant persons, athletes should have given priority to stand
chances of winning medals for country. Same is the case with SAF 2010 gold medallist
Zafar in triple jump. Although he finished second in tirals but he is a proven stuff and he
should have been the part of the SAG contingent.

Same is the case in 100m relay as only four players are selected and if any of the
player got injured, Pakistan chances of a medal would suffer huge blow as it was
earlier witnessed last year, when during Fajr International, Sami was denied Iranian
visa and Pakistan had to include M Sajjad in the relay and it costs Pakistan dearly in
the medal race. For 400m flat and 400m hurdle, four players, who had trained by
international record holder coach Rana Sagheer, would be without their mentor as he
was left high and dry. Same is the case with Rana Sajjad, who was training 1500m
athletes but was not considered for SAG.

In pole vault too, coach Ayub has trained players and the players would badly need
him during the event but he was not considered and Pakistan would surely suffer as
coach holds the key for a pole vault player in helping him during the competition.
Pakistan holds the record in pole vault and gold would be on line. Similarly, discuss
throw coach Shamas and ftriple jump coach M Waseem were also not being
considered.

Cont.



It is high time AFP President Major General (R) M Akram Sahi must ook into this
serious nature of issue and order inquiry as why such blunders are being committed
and why merit is being set aside? Who would be held responsible in case Pakistan fails
to win desired medals in athletics? Any delays in taking strict and timely action would
left lot of questions needed to be answer by Gen Sahi.
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Sahi and companions file papers for POA slots

KARACHI: Athletics Federation of Pakistan's (AFP) president Maj Gen (retd) Akram Sahi
and president Pakistan Hockey Federation Brig (retd) Khalid Khokhar have submitted
nomination papers for the president's slot of Pakistan Olympic Association (POA) from
Sahi's panel.

Informed sources told ‘The News' that Khokhar would serve as covering candidate for Sahi.

Meanwhile, Punjab Olympic Association's (POA) secretary Khwaja Idrees and Barrister
Chaudhry Zahid have submitted nomination papers from Sahi's panel for the secretary slot.

The POA election will be held on January 23. The nomination papers were filed late on
Saturday. The sources close to the POA president Lt Gen (retd) Anf Hasan said that he
and his sitting secretary Khalid Mehmood had filed nomination papers for the posts of
president and secretary, respectively. Arif confirmed his and Khalid's nomination papers
filing.

POA Election Commission secretary Pervez Ahmed refused to share information with this
correspondent about nomination papers. "We have received a large number of nomination
papers. | cannot tell you anything final yet,” Pervez told 'The News' on Sunday.

This will be the fourth successive time that Arifwill contest the POA election.

The scrutiny of the papers was in progress on Sunday. Justice (retd) Qazi Ehsaan Ullah
Qureshi is the chaiman of the POA Election Commission.

He has replaced Ehsan Mani, who excused himself due to his commitment abroad.

As per election rules, there was chance of rejection of Sahi's papers. But the sources said
that International Olympic Committee (I0C) and Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) had
instructed the POA that no such action should be taken against Sahi.

|OC has also forwarded a list of 12 federations to POA whose status has been re-verified.
These are federations of archery, badminton, basketball, boxing, gymnastics, softball, table
tennis, taekwondo, tug-of-war, volleyball, weightlifting and wushu.

The International Netball Federation (INF) has shown some confusion over the affiliation of
Pakistan Netball Federation (PNF) with the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB).

According to the INF the PSB is not affiliated to the |OC. The PNF has replied to the INF
that the PSB is the govemment sports governing body which is funding all the 36
federations affiliated to it

The POA in its general body meeting in Lahore on December 30 last year disowned PNF.
The PNF then sent a legal notice to the POA for the action taken against it.

The re-verification of these federations was a clause of the agreement reached between
|OC-0OCA and POA and Sahi in Lausanne on October 17 last year.

The sources said that parallel federations of these legal bodies verified by 1OC may go to
courts.
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Various SAG issues discussed in Guwahati

January 18, 2016

. ”
KARACHI: The chefs de mission of the participating nations of the 12th South Asian Games held

meetings in Guwahati from January 11-13 to discuss various issues of the biennial event which will
be held from February 516.

Pakistan Olympic Association's (POA) senior official Mohammad Shafig represented Pakistan in
the meetings.

They inspected venues, examined secunty arrangements and discussed different important
matters during separate meetings with the organisers.

They were briefed extensively by the hosts on various subjects. It has been decided that i the
athletes of any nation faced any flight problem, then effort would be made not to overcharge them.

As many as 30 dollars per head boarding charges will be taken from the athletes and the officials
aof the contesting countries. However, in case of overstay 100 dollars will be charged.

It has been leamt that Guwahati is a small and congested city while Shillong is a hilly and scenic
area. The opening ceremonies will be held in both dties simultaneously on February 5.
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Pakistan Basketball team vows to
conquer India

Mohsin Ali / January 18, 2016

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan Basketball team skipper Pervaiz Hussain Sunday said his team’s chances
are highly bright in the South Asian Games starting in Guwati, India, next month.

Talking to The Nation, Pervaiz said the team lacks international exposure and was given go ahead
at the eleventh hour for the event but despite that both male and female players are eager to fight
for the gold medal. He picked India as team to beat in the event, which is an experienced side as
well as would have support of a hostile home, and vowed to beat them. “We would not disappoint
our nation, although realistically, it would be India, who would stand between us and gold but for
that we have to be at our level best. | am quite confident our chances of finishing at least second
are highly possible.”

He said that Pakistan could handle rest of other teams with ease and comfort as the side has
consisted highly competitive and fighting players with a mixture of experience and fresh talent. “It
would give us edge against opponents as after tough trials five fresh players have been given
chance who are highly motivated and quite agile ones.” He said top national players Prem
Shahzad, Ahmed Jan, Tughlab, Zahid and Aaqgib of HEC alongside him had given Pakistan a
perfect combination.

Pervaiz also lauded Pakistan Sports Board for taking very good care of his team which is training
under Pakistan’s top coach Agha Arshad from Lahore and Naib Subadar Mudassar Khan for the
last two-weeks. He also requested to PSB Director General Dr Akhtar Nawaz Ganjera to send
basketball team to India at least a week prior to the start of the event to help them acclimatise with
the conditions. He said they were training at a very limited space and should be allowed to train at
Liagat Gymnasium as they needed large arena for training. “I| am sure DG PSB would order
moving of our training camp to Liagat Gymnasium very soon,” he added.

Pakistan captain however was satisfied with the local coaches and said they only needed
international standard facilities as well as international exposure to gain experience. “l strongly
recommend federation and the PSB to send players for training as well as tournaments in Iran,
China, Turkey or even India as it would help enhance our chances of competing against the best
and win international medals.”
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Without a professional league

Saddam Hussain fears for
Pakistan’s footballing future

Star midfielder

feels PFF crisis has
further tarnished
the country’s already
poor reputation

A NATASHA RAHEEL
KARACHI

Pakistan’s key midfielder
Saddam Hussain has returmed
from a four-month stint in
Bahrain but foresees a bleak
future for Pakistan football in
the absellce of a professional
league.

The 22-year-old footballer
turned out in 20 matches
for Isa Town Sports FC in
Bahrain's second division last
year.

The former KRL and FC
Dordoi player believes the in-
termational football commu-
nity does not take Pakistani
players seriously due to the
Pakistan Football Federation
(PEE) crisis that has left
the Sport in the country in
turmoil.

“Iwent to Bahrain primarily
because nothing was happen-
ing in Pakistan — it was all
about the PFF cTisis,” Hussain

told The Express Tribune, “This
experielice has helped me un-
derstand football better.”
Hussain feels the players
are evell Mole up against the
odds now that the country
no longer has a professional
league, “Everyone feels that
Pakistan has no footballing
talent, and now in the ab-
Sence of the Pakistan Preimier
Football League, we have to
struggle even harder to prove
ourselves,” he added.
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Pakistan midfielder
Saddam Hussain

The midfielder thanked na-
tional head coach Mohamed
Shamlan for his support and
revealed that it was Shamlan
who recommended him to

clubs in Bahrain,

Hussain said that even a
second-tier football club in
Bahrain provides its players
more facilities and a better
standard of the game than the
very best that Pakistan has to
offer.

“Isa Town is a second-tier
team, So I was surprised that
evel a lower division team has
better coaches for every age
group in academies than the
ones we have for the Pakistan
national team,” said Hussain,
“Theirl emphasis is on youth
development.”

Hussain added that he was
being paid $1,500 per month
in Bahrain — exceeding the
wages of even the best paid
footballers plying their trade
in Pakistan,

“Football is a poor man's
game in Pakistan,” he said.
“Most of us — the players
who made it to foreigh leagues
— hail from humble back-
grounds. Often we have noth-
ing else but football, It gives
us opportulities. However,
surviving in Pakistan as a
footballer is getting harder
and harder,”




