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Medals for Pakistan

at Commonwealth Games 2018
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Wapda to reward
CWG medal winners

LAHORE: Wapda has announced that promotion and cash
awards will be given to the department’s athletes who won the
medals in the just-ended 21st Commonwealth Games in the
Australian city of Gold Coast.

According to a press release issue by the Wapda Sports
Board, out of five medal winners, four athletes are from Wapda.

Among them the lone gold medal winner, wrestler
Mohammad Inam Butt is also included, who grabbed medal in
86kgs category. Weightlifters, Nooh Dastagir (105+kgs), Talha
Talib (62kgs category), wrestler Mohammad Bilal (57 kgs), who
all won bronze medals are on Wapda’s payroll.

Meanwhile, Wapda chairman Lt Gen Muzammil Hussain
hailed the performances of the medal winners and also ensured
promotions and cash awards for them.

“Wapda has been patronising sports in Pakistan for more
than 55 years. Its players have not only been showing their
class at the national level but also bringing laurels 1o Pakistan
in international competitions. In January 2017 to April 2018
alone, Wapda won 11 gold, 11 silver and 41 bronze medals for
Pakistan in various international events, including the
recently-concluded Gold Coast Commonwealth Games,” the
press release stated.

“At present, Wapda is national champion in 33 sports and
runners-up in 18 disciplines. Wapda is the biggest employer of
sportspersons in Pakistan, as more than 2,200 players and sport
officials are associated with various units of Wapda Sports
Board across the country,” it concluded.—Sports Reporter

Wapda players excel in C'Wealth Games



LAHORE - Wapda players, representing Pakistan, yet again brought laurels for
the country in the 21st Commonwealth Games held in Gold-Coast, Australia.
Pakistan won one gold and four bronze medals in the Games, out of which
Wapda players grabbed one gold and three bronze for Pakistan, said Wapda
spokesman here Monday. Wapda wrestler M Inam Butt won only gold for the
country in 86kg category while weightlifter Nauh Dastgir secured bronze in
105+kg category. Likewise, Wapda wrestler M Bilal won bronze medal in 57kg
category while Wapda weightlifter Talha Talib b bagged bronze for Pakistan in
62kg category. He also created new Commonwealth record by lifting 132kg
weight in snatch. Wapda chairman Lt Gen Muzammil Hussain (R) felicitated
Wapda players on their brilliant performance in the Games.-Staff Reporter

Daily Times

Your right 1o know A new voice for a naw Pakistan

WAPDA players shine
in Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games

LAHORE: The Pakistan Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) players, representing
Pakistan, yet again brought laurels to the country with their brilliant performance in the 21st
Commonwealth Games which concluded in Gold Coast, Australia on Sunday. Pakistan won one gold
and four bronze medals in the Games, out of which WAPDA players grabbed one gold and three
bronze medals for Pakistan. WAPDA wrestler Muhammad Inam Butt won the only gold medal for the
country in 86kg category. WAPDA weightlifter Nauh Dastgir secured bronze medal in 105+kg category.
Likewise, WAPDA wrestler Muhammad Bilal won bronze medal in 57kg category. WAPDA weightlifter
Talha Talib grabbed bronze medal for Pakistan in 62kg event. He also created new Commonwealth
record by lifting 132kg weight in snatch. WAPDA chairman and chef de mission of the Pakistan
contingent Lt Gen (r) Muzammil Hussain has felicitated WAPDA players on their brilliant
performance in the Games, expressing the hope that WAPDA players will continue to bring laurels
for the country in the upcoming international events as well. Meanwhile, WAPDA Sports Board office
bearers also congratulated WAPDA players on winning medals for the country in the Commonwealth
Games. It is pertinent to mention that WAPDA's medal winners will get promotions and cash awards
as per WAPDA Sports Board incentive policy, which aims at encouragement of the players for
continuity and further improvement in their performance. WAPDA has been patronizing sports in
Pakistan for more than fifty five years. Its players have not only been showing their class at the

national level but also bringing laurels for Pakistan in international competitions.
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Commonwealth Games 2018:
‘Pakistan’s performance
a wake-up call for sports authorities’

GOLD COAST, Australia: Some people back in Pakistan, particularly Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) and
Pakistan Olympic Association (POA), might be happy that the country at least clinched a gold in the 21st
Commonwealth Games which concluded here on Sunday. But those aware of the fact know exactly that
Pakistan didn’t perform well in the quadrennial event in which an 87-member contingent took part in ten
disciplines.

Is a wake-up call for the sports authorities and they will have to get serious for the sports promotion,
otherwise, it will be too late. And that’s exactly what the country’s premier wrestler Mohammad Inam feels.

“It's time for our sports authorities to get serious and come up with a solid plan and investment. It's really
horrific that a country fields its 87-member contingent in the Commonwealth Games and lifts only a single
gold. If this time too we did not learn then | don’t think we would ever compete at major stages,” Inam told ‘The
News’ in an interview here on Sunday.

Inam on Saturday lifted the first gold for Pakistan when he defeated Nigeria’s Melvin Bibo in the 86
kilogramme freestyle wrestling competitions final here at the Carrara Stadium wrestling facility. The 41-year-
old Bibo is World No 2. This was the second gold from Inam, who had also to his credit a gold in the 2010
Commonwealth Games in India.

The 29-year-old Inam wants a lot of investment in sports.“It's time to invest. And the way we are going is
pathetic. There should be some improvement,” Inam conceded.

When asked whether he was satisfied with his performance in the Commonwealth Games, the fighter said: “It
was not bad as it was up to the level on which we had trained. A win may hide your mistakes but as a player
you must think whether you have made mistakes. | will try to work on my weaknesses and further strengthen
myself for the future challenges.”

Besides lifting the world title in the last year's World Beach Championships in Turkey, Inam had also claimed
the only silver for the country in the Commonwealth Wrestling Championships in South Africa in 2017. After
the Gold Coast achievement, Inam’s next major targets are the Asian Games and 2020 Tokyo Olympics. But
both events are not that easy and Inam knows that.



“You know, Asian Games are like Olympics for us. In Asian Games in my own 86kg, an Iranian fighter will also
compete who is a world and Olympic champion. And for bravely facing such a big challenge, | will need at
least three and a half months’ training abroad. And the government will have to play a big part in it. If | am
given support then you can say | have a chance in the Asiad,” Inam conceded.

“After returning home from Gold Coast if we wasted time then it would not be easy. It's a good stage to add to
my solid form,” the wrestler said.The Asian Games will be held in the Indonesian cities of Jakarta and
Palembang from August 18 to September 2.

Besides Inam’s gold, grapplers Tayyab Raza and Mohammad Bilal (57kg) won bronze medals for Pakistan in
Gold Coast. Weightlifters Nooh Dastagir Butt (+105kg) and Talha Talib (62kg) also captured bronze in the 12-
day event.

Inam is also thinking about Olympics. “If the government ensures its support then | will plan for the 2020
Olympics as there are hardly two years left,” the wrestler said.About his fellow wrestlers’ performance in the
Commonwealth Games, Inam thinks it was good. “I think the performance of our boys was good. | am happy
with that. If we go back we can see that during the last five years wrestling’s contribution in international circuit
has been on the top. It's time to respect this game,” the wrestler said.

He made it clear he would play until he had energy.l asked an Indian wrestler Sushil Kumar that he has won
medals in World Championships and Olympics, so how long he will play. He told me that there is no age for
any player. A player should play until he is fit. | am 29 years old and will continue to play until | remain fit,”
Inam said.Sushil on Saturday also won gold here in the 74kg competitions



