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GOLD COAST: After a few barren days, Pakistani young wrestler Mohammad Bilal finally added to the 

country’s medal-tally when he defeated England George Ramm in the 57 kilogramme bronze medal fight 

on the first day of the three-day freestyle wrestling competitions of the 21st Commonwealth Games here at 

the jam-packed wrestling venue of the Carrara Stadium on Thursday. 

This has raised Pakistan’s medals to three bronze and overall position of the country is 31st in the 71-

nation extravaganza. Weightlifters Talha Talib and Nooh Dastagir Butt have got the other bronze for the 

country featuring in ten disciplines. Bilal, younger brother of seasoned wrestler and the 2010 

Commonwealth Games gold medalist Mohammad Inam, kept George under tight check from the start. 

Having fallen his opponent in the first round, which also awarded him four points, helped him to end the 

first round with 4-0 lead. In the second phase a gruelling fight was seen and it was eventually Bilal who 

managed a 6-1 win to provide a good start to Pakistan in wrestling in which the country is capable to 

produce a few more medals. 

Earlier, in the pre-quarter-final Bilal defeated Gary Giordmaina of Malta 12-2 to take a fine start.Then in the 

quarter-finals Bilal defeated Divoshan Charles Fernando of Sri Lanka 12-2 to make it to the semi-finals. 

However at that stage Bilal tasted a 12-8 defeat against India’s Rahul Aware and had to play the bronze 

medal fight against the English grappler. Rahul then went on to win gold in the same class after beating 

Steven Takahashi of Canada in the final. 



Meanwhile it was not a good day for the other wrestler Mohammad Asad Butt. Asad had a fine start when 

in his first round, which was in fact a pre-quarter-final, he defeated Oleg Gladkov of Scotland 

comprehensively 10-3. 

 

 

However in the quarter-final he was beaten by India’s Kumar Sushil 10-0. Sushi then eventually lifted gold 

in the event after outing South African wrestler Johannes Botha in the final. Asad then was awarded a 

repackage fight but there he lost against Jevon Balfour of Canada, with the Canadian snatching victory on 

the basis of technical superiority as no one scored any point. 

A couple of grapplers will play on Friday (today) with Abdul Wahab facing Adam Vella of Malta in the 65kg 

pre-quarter-finals (first round) and Umair Ahmed’s opposition in the 97kg quarter-finals (first round) is not 

yet known. 

The premier grappler Mohammad Inam (86kg) and Tayyab Raza (125kg) will play on Saturday (tomorrow) 

which will also fell curtain on wrestling competitions. 

Meanwhile national top woman shuttler from Karachi Mahoor Shehzad’s women’s singles journey was also 

ended when she went 0-2 down against Rachel Hondrech of Canada in the pre-quarter-finals with the set 

scores being 21-17, 21-10. Mahoor, the only shuttler with some spirited display in Gold Coast, had 

defeated Cristen Marritt of Isles of Man 2-0 in the round of 32 on Wednesday. 

This also ended Pakistan’s pathetic journey in badminton. Besides Mahoor, former champion Palwasha 

Bashir, former men’s champion Mohammad Irfan Saeed Bhatti and reigning champion Murad Ali were put 

to test. In table tennis too Pakistan’s journey has been ended on Wednesday. In Belmont Shooting Centre 

in Brisbane,Pakistani shooter Mohammad Khalil Akhtar did well in the qualification stage first round by 

finishing fourth out of 13 contestants with a score of 286-8x in the men’s 25 metre rapid fire pistol. All the 

13 competitors will now fight in stage-2 on Friday (today) and six top from it would qualify for the finals. 

In squash in Oxenford Studios, in the men’s doubles Pool D Pakistani pair of Tayyab Aslam and Farhan 

Zaman got the better of Chapman Joe and Sorrentino Neville of British Virgin Islands 11-8, 11-4. 

Later on in the day the same Pakistani pair lost round of 16 battle to New Zealand’s Coll Paul and Grayson 

Campbell 0-2 and so eliminated which also ended Pakistan’s painful journey in squash. 

On Wednesday the same Pakistani pair had been beaten by England’s James Declan and Willstrop 

James 2-0.Earlier in the day in the mixed doubles round of 16, the pair of Faiza Zafar and Farhan Zaman 

was undone by Evans Tesni and Creed Peter of Wales 2-0. And immediately after this loss national pair of 

Tayyab Aslam and Madina Zafar was overwhelmed 2-0 in the round of 16 by Australia’s Grinham Rachael 

and Cuskelly Ryan. 

Pakistani javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem will show his worth in qualifying round on Friday (today). The 

statistics of the other competitors drawn for the competitions indicate that the Pakistani athlete does not 

stand with any solid medal chance unless something exceptional is done by the youngster who had once 

achieved the world’s third rank in the IAAF Under-20 world rankings following claiming a bronze in the 

2016 South Asian Games in India. 

 
 

 


