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KARACHI: As expected Pakistan’s rookie weightlifter Talha Talib handed Pakistan a respect when he not only lifted 

bronze but also created a snatch record in the Commonwealth Games 62 kilogramme weightlifting competitions in 

Gold Coast, Australia, on Thursday. 

The 18-year old Talha from Gujranwala, who was expected to take either gold or silver, had to content with the bronze 

by lifting a weight of 283 kilogramme in the 62kg competitions. He lifted 132 kg in snatch, creating Games record. 

His effort in clean and jerk remained 151 kg that helped the youngster to give Pakistan its first medal of the 71-nation 

Games which had been formally opened on Wednesday. 

Talha also made his Games debut. Last year in the same city Talha had clinched gold in the Commonwealth Junior 

Championship and silver in the senior category of the event. His best effort in snatch in his gold-studded stint in the 

junior category was 126 kg, which shows that he has improved a lot. The gold went to Malaysia’s Muhammad Aznil 

Bidin with a total of 288kg which carried 126 in snatch and 162 in clean and jerk. Morea Baru of Papua New Guinea 

got silver with a total of 286 kg, 127kg in snatch and 159kg in clean and jerk. 

Meanwhile Pakistan’ most experienced weightlifter Abdullah Ghafoor failed to impress, finishing sixth in the 56kg 

competitions out of 12 competitors. Lahore-born 31-year old Abdullah lifted a total weight of 226kg which included 

101kg in snatch and 126kg in clean and jerk. 

The gold in this category went to Malaysia’s Muhammad Azroy with a total of 261kg, a new Games record. He lifted 

117 kg in snatch, which is also the Games record and 144kg in clean and jerk. India’s Gururaja took silver with 249 kg 

(111kg and 138kg). Chaturanga Lakmal of Sri Lanka claimed bronze with 248kg (114kg and 119kg). In boxing it was 

also a good start for Pakistan as Gul Zeb defeated Leroy Hindley of Guernsey 3-2 in the round of 32 to qualify for the 

pre-quarter-finals. “Gul played really well,” Pakistan coach Arshad Hussain told ‘The News’ from Gold Coast. Gul on 

Saturday (tomorrow) will take on Aidan Walsh of the Northern Ireland in the pre-quarter-finals. In swimming 

Pakistan’s Syed Mohammad Haseeb Tariq falteredat the initial stage when he failed to qualify for the next round, 

finishing seventh in his 100m backstroke heat and 19th overall out of 24 swimmers competed in the heats. Haseeb 

clocked 59.39 seconds. 

Top 16 progressed to the next stage.It was a poor day for Pakistan’s badminton as they were 

completely humiliated by both Scotland and India with an identical margin of 5-0 in their 

mixed team event Group A competitions. 

In the mixed doubles, the pair of Alexander Dunon and Eleanor O’Donnel prevailed over 

Murad Ali and Palwasha Bashir 21-12, 21-13. In the men’s singles Kieran Merrilees defeated 

Mohammad Irfan Saeed 21-6, 21-16 to stretch Scotland lead to 2-0. 

In the women’s singles, Kirsty Gilmeur defeated Mahoor Shehzad 21-6, 21-10 to make it 3-

0. In the men’s doubles the pair of Martin Campbell and Patrick Machugh defeated Murad 

and Irfan 21-8, 21-10. In the women’s doubles Julie Macpherson and Eleanor O’Donnel 

overwhelmed Mahoor Shehzad and Palwasha 21-6, 11-4. 

And the same was the story against strong India as Pakistani shuttlers were greatly 

exposed.In the mixed doubles, the pair of Satwik Rankireddy and N Sikki Reddy defeated 

Irfan Saeed Bhatti and Palwasha 21-10, 21-13. 

In men’s singles India’s Srikanth Kidambi defeated reigning national champion Murad Ali 

21-16, 22-20 to make it 2-0. In the women’s singles India’s star shuttler and the 2016 Rio 

Olympics silver medallist Saina Nehwal defeated national champion Mahoor Shehzad 21-7, 

21-11. 



In the men’s doubles, the pair of Pranaav Chopra and Chirag Chandrashekhar got the better 

of Irfan and Murad 21-9, 21-15 to stretch the lead to 4-0. In the women’s doubles, Ashwini 

and Ruthvika defeated Mahoor and Palwasha with an enviable ease 21-6, 21-10. 

Pakistan, which have already been put out of the event with two back-to-back defeats, will 

now face Sri Lanka in their last fixture on Friday (today). In squash, too, it was a poor day 

for the country as four of their players, two male and two female, were shown exit doors in 

the singles competitions. 

Tayyab Aslam lost 1-3 to Alan Clyne of Scotland in the round of 32 fixture and was exited. 

Earlier, Tayyab defeated Neville Sorrentino of British Virgin Islands 3-0 in only 12 minutes 

in the round of 64 outing. The game score was 11-3, 11-4, 11-4. 

Farhan Zaman also exited when he faced a 0-3 defeat at the hands of James Willstrop of 

England in the round of 32 fixture. The set score was 11-5, 11-1, 11-7. Earlier Farhan got the 

better of Joe Chapman of British Virgin Islands 3-1 in the round of 64 clash to progress to 

the next stage. The game was 11-6, 9-11, 11-4, 11-6. 

Madina Zafar went 0-3 down to Deon Saffery of Wales in the women’s singles round of 64 

meeting to face a premature exit. The game score was 11-8, 11-4, 11-6. Faiza Zafar was 

undone by Donna Urquhart of Australia 3-0 in the round of 32 women’s singles fixture. In 

table tennis Pakistan will begin its journey on April 10 as the country, featuring four players, 

will feature in the men’s singles, men’s doubles, women’s singles and women’s doubles. 

Young Fahad Khawaja, Mohammad Rameez, Hareem Anwar and Fatima Khan are part of 

Pakistan’s squad. 
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