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Commonwealth Games 2018 Bronze Medalist & New Games Record Holder Talha Talib (PAK)
Wih his Coach Ali Aslam Chaudhry & Muhammad llyas Butt



Pakistan’s Talha Talib bags
bronze in CW Games
weightlifting event

GOLD COAST: Pakistan's prom:
ising 18vear old wotghtlifrer Talha
Talib grabbed a brome medal in
1he mon's 62kg snatch caregoey of
the XX1 Gald Coast 2018
Commonwenlth Games when he
lifed 132Kk 1o create & new record
here oo Thursday.

Talib, who had won a gold medal
at the 2016 Commonwealth Youth
Championships held at Penang,
Malaysin in 2016 and was declared
the Best Youth Weightlifter besides
also winning a slver medal s the
2015 Commonwealth Youth Games
in Samoa, finished his weight cate
gory with 283ke at third position
behind  Malaysian  Mohammad
Azmil (288kg) and Moren Baru of
Papus New Guinea with (285kg)
respectively,

Talha made 127kg and 130kg in
the first and second attempts before
finishing the snatch st & record
132ke. He recocded 146kg, 151kg in
the Clean & Jerk after make an
ageregated rotal of 283ke.

Pakistan also got & stosdy start
in boxing when Gul Zaib shocked
William Le Poullato of Guernsey in
Gk weight. The bout contimue for
three rounds with both ned at first
1wo roundson pasnts. [twasathnll-
ing third round in which Gul Zaib
whithe utilizing his 1 und 2 combina-
tans of punches succoeded in
securing win against his strong
rival William,

With this win, Gul Zaib reached
1w the round of 32, Hoe will now
face Aidon Walsh of Northern
Ireland in the pre-quarterfinals.
Syed Muhammad Asif in 52kg will
clash against Brain Agina of
Kenya bon tho Mens 52kg quarter-
finals, Al Ahmad in the 60kg will
face Colum French of England in
the Mens 6l0kg pro-quarterfinals,
and Awais Al Khan in the Sikg
had earlier in the quarterfinals
before taking a bye,

In squash played wt Oxenford
Squash Complex, Pakistan Farhan
Zaman ancd Tayvab Aslam lost in
the second round despite rocorded
first round wins while in women sin-
ghes Faixa Zafar and Mading were
beaton in the st roand, Tayyab
kst 1o Alan Clyne of Scotland 3-1,
11,117,119 and 11.7 while Farhan
Yost w James Willsirop of England
in just 13 minute, the score was 1.5,
111 and 117

GOLD COAST: Pakistan's weightlifier Tatha Talib who won a bronze in the CW Gameas hars on Thursday is seen
with POA President Gen (ratd) Anf Hasan, POA secratary Khalld Mahmood and chef de mission Muzammil Hussaln

Farhan  amd  Tayyab  earlier
recorded win in the frst round.
Farhan beat Joe Chapman of British
Virgin Islands 3-1, 136, 911, 11-4
and 116, In the second match
Tayyab beat Neville Sorrentino of
Boitish Virgin Islands, the score was
11-3, 11-4 and 11-4,

In the first match Deon Saffery
of Wales defeated Madina Zafar
11-6, 11-4 aad 11-6 while Donna
Urqubart of Australia, having
thundering support of local spocta-
tors, defested  Pakistans  Fajza
Zatar in scraight set, the score was
114, 11-2and 11-6,

In the Weightlifting 32-yearold
Pakistuns Abdullah Ghafoor failed
1o impress 1o the 56K weight care-
zory and got saxth position belumsd
Malaysian Muhammad Azray who
grabbed first gold medal by making
o snatch of 114kg in firss and 117kg
i1 second attempls,

Besides in Clean and Jerk he
cleared 135kg in the first, 138kg in
the socond and 144kg in the third
and decisive attempt to record an
asgeregated 1omal of 261kg for the
pold medal, followed by Gururaja of
India with 107kg and 111kg in

GOLD COAST: Faiza Zafar of Pakisian hits a return against Australia's
Donna Urquhart during ther women's singles squash match at the
Commonwealth Games here on Thursday—AFP

sosteh and 138k in Aean and jork
with s total weight 249 ook silver
medal and Chaturanga Lakmal of
Sri Lanks with his 110ke and 114ky
in the snnich attempts and recorded
131kg and 134kg with an apegre-
goted rotal of 248kg won bronze
mdals.,

Pakistans Abdullab  got  sixth

position with his 101kg in snatch
and 126 in clean and jerk 1o make
sn  aggrepated tsal of 227ka
Pakistan Belded Talka Talib in
G2k, Abu Sufan In 69k, Usman
Amjad o 94ke and Muhammad
Noah in +105kg. 1o the opemng day
swimming event Muhammad Has-
eeb ot sixth poxitson in the second
heat of 50m free style with his clock
time 2740s¢¢, He will adso compete
in 100m free style, 50m and 100m
back stroke while Bisma Khan is
competing in the women 50m, 100m
free sryle and 50m back srroke,

The athlerics, sbhooting  and
wrestling events will be kicking
off from Sunday, April & with
28-yenr-old Arshad Nadeem ready
for a chance to show his skills in
Javelin throw,

In shooting event Gharfan Adil
will compete in the Mens 10 Air
Rifle, M. Khatl Akwar in 25m
Rapid Fire Pistol, Aamer Igbal in
Mons Trap singles and along with
M. Farruk Nadeem with double
Trap and Usman Chand in Mens
skoot event are somehow a medal
hope along with wrestling and
waolghtlifting,

In Badmimon Pakisian Joss to
[ndia and Scotland in their opening
doy masches. In mixed doubles
Inchia Sarwik and N.Sikki beat M
Iran and Palwasha by 2110 and
2113 in 25m,

In Mens singles Srikanth beat
Murad Al Pakistan by 2116 and
22.20 and in the Womens singles

Sonia Nehwal beat Mahoor 217,
2111 In the Men doubles Pranaay
Chopra and Chirag Shetry boat
Multammad Imran and Murad Ali
219, 2115 and in womens doubles
Ashini and Ruthyiks of India beat
Mahoor and Palwasha by 2106
und 2110,

In the earlier match, Scotland
beat Pakistan 5.0, In the mixed
doubles - Alexander Dunmoe  and
Eleanar O Donnell beat Murad Ali
and Palwasha of Pakistan by 2112
and 21-13, Kieran Merrilees over
powered Muhammad Irfan 216,
2116 in the Meos singles, Kiray
Gilmour beat Malwor Shehizad
21-6, 21-101in 24,

In womens singles, in Mon's dou-
bles Martin Cambell and Patrick
Machugh beat Murad Al and
Muhammad Irfan by 21-8 and 21-10
in 21m while in the women's doubles
Julie Machpherson amnd Eleanor O
Donnell beat Mahoor and Palwasha
Bashir 21-6, 21-4 in 20m. In tha
opening match of bockey Pakistan
and Wales played a 141 draw. James
Fartnam scorod i the third session
for Wales while Imran Butt tied the
rally -1, —APP
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Talha Talib with his Coach AliAslam Chaudhry
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Men's 62kg 7_ | B E
Results - Snatch B. Weight Result i
- ‘ - . N\ = ‘ L
¢ [IY] Talha TALIB g 2 GR | 61.94kg | 132kg
4 IV Morea BARU | 6186kg | 127kg

=4Iy Muhamad Aznil BIDIN 61.71kg 126kg
[ ET THILANAKA WIRAJ 61.92kg | 124kg

(¥{8 lanne GUINARES 61.89%g

tl

) Raja MUTHUPANDI 7 | 6196kg |
| B Olivier Heracles MATAM MATAM | 6191kg
' Poama QAQA | 61.94kg
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Your right to know A new voice for a new Pakistan

Gold Coast Commonwealth Games 2018

Pakistan’s Talib bags bronze
medal in weightlifting

—




LAHORE: Talha Talib, an 18-year-old weightlifter from Gujranwala, on Thursday won the first medal
for Pakistan in the ongoing Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast, Australia Talib, competing in the
62kg category, lifted a total of 283kg to claim the bronze medal. He also created a Commonwealth
Games record by lifting 132kg in the snatch event. Malaysia's Muhammad Aznl Bidin grabbed gold
medal while Papua New Guinea's More Baru won the silver medal in the category. However, there
was little to cheer in the day for Pakistani fans. The national badminton team were brushed aside 5-
0 by Scotland. Scotland’s Alexander Dunn and Eleanor O' Donnell defeated Pakistan's Murad Ali and
Palwasha Bashir 21-13 and 21-12 in mixed doubles. Kieran Merrilees beat Irfan Saeed Bhatti (21-6, 21-
16) in men's singles while Kirsty Gilmour beat Mahnoor Shahzad (21-6, 21-10) in women's singles. In
men's doubles, the Ali-Bhatti duo lost (21-8, 21-10) against Scottish Martin Campbell and Patrick
Maghugh while Julie Macpherson and Eleanor O'Donnell won (21-6, 21-4) against Mahnoor Shahzad
and Palwasha Bashir in a game that lasted only 20 minutes. Meanwhile, Pakistan boxer Gul Zaib
won in the round of 32 against Guernsey's William Le Poullain. Squash players Farhan Zaman and
Tayvab Aslam also won their initial games, respectively, but lost subsequent matches in the round
of 32.

INTERNATIONAL

THE €-PAPER

Editor-in-chief: Mir Shakil-ur-Rahman

Tlha takes first medal for Pakistan
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GOLD COAST: Talha Talib displays his bronze medal.




KARACHI: As expected Pakistan’s rookie weightlifter Talha Talib handed Pakistan a respect when he not only lifted
bronze but also created a snatch record in the Commonwealth Games 62 kilogramme weightlifting competitions in
Gold Coast, Australia, on Thursday.

The 18-year old Talha from Gujranwala, who was expected to take either gold or silver, had to content with the bronze
by lifting a weight of 283 kilogramme in the 62kg competitions. He lifted 132 kg in snatch, creating Games record.
His effort in clean and jerk remained 151 kg that helped the youngster to give Pakistan its first medal of the 71-nation
Games which had been formally opened on Wednesday.

Talha also made his Games debut. Last year in the same city Talha had clinched gold in the Commonwealth Junior
Championship and silver in the senior category of the event. His best effort in snatch in his gold-studded stint in the
junior category was 126 kg, which shows that he has improved a lot. The gold went to Malaysia’s Muhammad Aznil
Bidin with a total of 288kg which carried 126 in snatch and 162 in clean and jerk. Morea Baru of Papua New Guinea
got silver with a total of 286 kg, 127kg in snatch and 159kg in clean and jerk.

Meanwhile Pakistan’ most experienced weightlifter Abdullah Ghafoor failed to impress, finishing sixth in the 56kg
competitions out of 12 competitors. Lahore-born 31-year old Abdullah lifted a total weight of 226kg which included
101kg in shatch and 126kg in clean and jerk.

The gold in this category went to Malaysia’s Muhammad Azroy with a total of 261kg, a new Games record. He lifted
117 kg in snatch, which is also the Games record and 144kg in clean and jerk. India’s Gururaja took silver with 249 kg
(111kg and 138kg). Chaturanga Lakmal of Sri Lanka claimed bronze with 248kg (114kg and 119kg). In boxing it was
also a good start for Pakistan as Gul Zeb defeated Leroy Hindley of Guernsey 3-2 in the round of 32 to qualify for the
pre-quarter-finals. “Gul played really well,” Pakistan coach Arshad Hussain told ‘The News’ from Gold Coast. Gul on
Saturday (tomorrow) will take on Aidan Walsh of the Northern Ireland in the pre-quarter-finals. In swimming
Pakistan’s Syed Mohammad Haseeb Tariq falteredat the initial stage when he failed to qualify for the next round,
finishing seventh in his 100m backstroke heat and 19th overall out of 24 swimmers competed in the heats. Haseeb
clocked 59.39 seconds.

Top 16 progressed to the next stage.It was a poor day for Pakistan’s badminton as they were
completely humiliated by both Scotland and India with an identical margin of 5-0 in their
mixed team event Group A competitions.

In the mixed doubles, the pair of Alexander Dunon and Eleanor O’Donnel prevailed over
Murad Ali and Palwasha Bashir 21-12, 21-13. In the men’s singles Kieran Merrilees defeated
Mohammad Irfan Saeed 21-6, 21-16 to stretch Scotland lead to 2-0.

In the women’s singles, Kirsty Gilmeur defeated Mahoor Shehzad 21-6, 21-10 to make it 3-
0. In the men’s doubles the pair of Martin Campbell and Patrick Machugh defeated Murad
and Irfan 21-8, 21-10. In the women’s doubles Julie Macpherson and Eleanor O’Donnel
overwhelmed Mahoor Shehzad and Palwasha 21-6, 11-4.

And the same was the story against strong India as Pakistani shuttlers were greatly
exposed.In the mixed doubles, the pair of Satwik Rankireddy and N Sikki Reddy defeated
Irfan Saeed Bhatti and Palwasha 21-10, 21-13.

In men’s singles India’s Srikanth Kidambi defeated reigning national champion Murad Ali
21-16, 22-20 to make it 2-0. In the women’s singles India’s star shuttler and the 2016 Rio
Olympics silver medallist Saina Nehwal defeated national champion Mahoor Shehzad 21-7,
21-11.



In the men’s doubles, the pair of Pranaav Chopra and Chirag Chandrashekhar got the better
of Irfan and Murad 21-9, 21-15 to stretch the lead to 4-0. In the women’s doubles, Ashwini
and Ruthvika defeated Mahoor and Palwasha with an enviable ease 21-6, 21-10.

Pakistan, which have already been put out of the event with two back-to-back defeats, will
now face Sri Lanka in their last fixture on Friday (today). In squash, too, it was a poor day
for the country as four of their players, two male and two female, were shown exit doors in
the singles competitions.

Tayyab Aslam lost 1-3 to Alan Clyne of Scotland in the round of 32 fixture and was exited.
Earlier, Tayyab defeated Neville Sorrentino of British Virgin Islands 3-0 in only 12 minutes
in the round of 64 outing. The game score was 11-3, 11-4, 11-4.

Farhan Zaman also exited when he faced a 0-3 defeat at the hands of James Willstrop of
England in the round of 32 fixture. The set score was 11-5, 11-1, 11-7. Earlier Farhan got the
better of Joe Chapman of British Virgin Islands 3-1 in the round of 64 clash to progress to
the next stage. The game was 11-6, 9-11, 11-4, 11-6.

Madina Zafar went 0-3 down to Deon Saffery of Wales in the women’s singles round of 64
meeting to face a premature exit. The game score was 11-8, 11-4, 11-6. Faiza Zafar was
undone by Donna Urquhart of Australia 3-0 in the round of 32 women’s singles fixture. In
table tennis Pakistan will begin its journey on April 10 as the country, featuring four players,
will feature in the men’s singles, men’s doubles, women’s singles and women’s doubles.

Young Fahad Khawaja, Mohammad Rameez, Hareem Anwar and Fatima Khan are part of
Pakistan’s squad.
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Pakistan at Commonwealth Games

Weightlitter breaks record, others

Talib lifts 132kg

in snatch to open
medals tally for
country with bronze

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

The 18-year-old Talha Talib
smashed the Commonwealth
Tecord with 132kg in the snatch
event and opened the tally for
Pakistan as he took bronze
medal in the 62kg weight-
lifting competition at the
Commonwealth Cames 2018
in Cold Coast on Thursday.

The Gujranwala-based ath-
lete had earlier won gold in the
Commonwealth Weighdifting
Championships in Gold Coast
last year, while he had been
dreaming of Tepresenting the
country at the Olympics in
2020.

The national champion, in
62kg category, lifted a total
weight of 283kg. He made a
New Tecord at the games in
snatch as he lifted 132kg in the
third attempt with 127kg and

130kg in the first two attempts
Tespectively,

He lost the chance to lift gold
after helifted 151kg in the Sec-
ond clean and jerk attempt
and failed to lift more in the
third which cost him the gold.

He lost to Malaysia's Anzil
Bidin, who lifted 288kg for
gold and Papua New Guinea’s
Morea Baru who lifted 286kg
for silver.

Pakistan Weightlifting
Federation had been prepar-
ing the athletes for the event
for over a year and the country
will be pinning their hopes on
Nooh Dastagir Butt now in the
+105kg.

Pakistan has fielded weight-
lifters in five categories and
the squad has two Treserved
playersaswell,

Men's hockey team pulls
off draw

Pakistan national men's team
drew their first match 11
against Wales in the opening
encounter of the field ockey
event at the Commonwealth

] _
BETTERED: Talha Talib registered a new record at the Games in snatch as he lifted 132kg in the

third attempt with 127kg and 130kg in the first two attempts, respectively. PHOTO COURTESY: PWF

Cames at Gold Coast Hockey
Centre on Thursday.

The 13th-ranked Pakistan
team, with experienced play-
ers in their ranks, wele only
able to score one goal against
the 24th-ranked Wales,

Both teams started the
match aggressively and played
two goalless quarters, but un-
expectedly Wales drew first
blood and Pakistan were Seen

looking to comeback in the
match in the remaining time,

“This was our first game
here and we are getting
used to the conditions here,”
Pakistan skipper Muhammad
Rizwan senior told The Express
Tribune. “Our coach had told us
that we have to colicentrate on
the game and get used to the
conditions for the next big
match againstIndia.”

Rizwan Sr then blamed poor
showing by the team for the
draw but hoped team would
gee up for the next encounter
against India on April 7.

“We made mistakes and
missed chances which caused
this draw, We could have won
the match since Wales is an in-
expelienced team and we have
experienced players. However,
we are hoping to Tecover and

Commonwealth Games

Weightlifter Talha wins
bronze for Pakistan

GoLn CoAST (AUSTRALIA )

Weightlifter Talha Talib clinched the first
medal for Pakistan at the Commonwealth
Games 2018, which got under way in
Gold Coast, Australia from Thursday.

Talha Talib won the bronze

medal in the 62kg category, lift-
ing atotal of 283kg, He also es-
tablished & new record at the
Commonwealth Games by lift-
ing 132kg in snatch,

Earlier today, Pakistani
squash players and boxers won
their opening matches as well,
Boxer Gul Zaib won his first
fight in the 69kg boxing com-
petition, beating Guernsey's
William Le Poullain,

Zaib will next take on
Northern Ireland’s Aidan Walsh
on Saturday, April 7.

In squash, Pakistan's No. |
player Farhan Zaman won his
match against Joe Chapman of
British Virgin Islands. He will
face Jaumes Willstrop of En-
gland later today.

Squash player Tayyab
Aslam also beat his opponent
Neville Sorrentino of the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands. He will next
face Scottish No. | player Alan

Clyne,

Pakistan hockey team drew their
match against Wales 1-1. Pakistan will
take on Indwa in @ much-awaited hockey
contest on Saturday. Apnil 7,

Nincteen gold medals are up for

disappoint

prepare better for the match
against India,” he said.

Other sports

In the badminton event,
Pakistan lost 5-0 to Scotland in
the group stage of the mixed
team event,

In the mixed double event,
Pakistan’s Murad Ali and
Palwasha Bashir lost 0-2 to
Alexander Dunn and Eleanor
O’Donnell.

In the men’s single event,
Muhammad Irfan Saeed
Bhatti lost 2-0 to Kleran
Merrilees with sets of 6-21and
16-21. In women's single event,
Mahoor Shehzad lost 2-0 to
Kirsty Gilmour,

In men’s double event,
Pakistan’s Ali and Bhatti lost
to Scotland’s Martin Campbell
and Partrick Machugh 2-0
with the sets of 821 and 12-
21, In Women'’s double event,
Mahoor and Palwasha also
lost to Julie Macpherson and
Eleanor 2-0 with the sets of
6-21 and 4-21, (WITH ADDITIONAL
REPORTING BY NABILTAHIR)

grabs on the opening day of the Games,

PAKISTAN

which feature more than 4,000 athletes
from 71 nations and territories. Fifty-
six Pakistani athletes will be in action
at the Commonwealth Games in Aus-
tralin.—Agencies

PakKistani weightlifter Talha Talib won bronze medal in 62kg weightlifting cat-
egory at the Commonwealth Games 2018,
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