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GOLD COAST, Australia: The Commonwealth Games are “more relevant now than ever”, organisers said 

on Monday as they got ready to fire the starting gun on 11 days of competition at Australia’s Gold Coast. 

Questions have been asked about the standing and modern appeal of the tournament, an echo of 

colonialism which began as the British Empire Games in 1930. But officials said the Games still had a role 

to play, pointing to the groundbreaking move to have an equal number of men’s and women’s medal 

events, and the policy of including para sports in the main programme. 

“The Commonwealth has stood for generations now for fighting for fairness and freedom,” said David 

Grevemberg, chief executive of the Commonwealth Games Federation. “From our standpoint we’re more 

relevant now than ever before for the things that have historically challenged the Commonwealth, to the 

ambitions and aspirations that this Commonwealth looks to uphold: peace, prosperity, good governance 

and human rights.” After Wednesday’s opening ceremony, about 4,300 athletes from 71 nations and 

territories will compete across 23 sports in Gold Coast, a beach-fringed city in Australia’s east. Games 

chairman Peter Beattie said the Olympics should take note of the Commonwealth’s move to gender 

equality for medal events, which he described as a first for a major Games. 

“The Commonwealth Games stands for some things that are different: gender equality is one, inclusiveness 

is another,” Beattie said. He added: “Of course it makes a difference that there are equal numbers of 

medals for men and women. Perhaps that’s something the Olympics should follow.” 

Australian cycling great Anna Meares said the Games remained well regarded by athletes, and provided a 

crucial opportunity to gain experience. “The people who seem to critique it and question its relevance are 

people who perhaps aren’t involved in the sport itself,” the former Olympic and Commonwealth champion 

said. “You ask any athlete where the relevance of the Commonwealth Games sit and they’ll tell you it’s right 

up there.” 

However, not everyone is happy about the tournament and indigenous protesters have organised 

demonstrations against what they call the “Stolenwealth Games”. As the opening ceremony nears, Games 

organisers are also grappling with a possible doping controversy after the discovery of syringes in the 

athletes’ village. Grevemberg said the syringes were still being analysed but that one team, believed to be 

India, had been summoned over a breach of the Games’ “no-needle” policy. England’s Adam Peaty and 

Australia’s heavyweight team will highlight the swimming events, while Jamaica’s Yohan Blake and Elaine 

Thompson will look to set the track alight following the retirement of Olympic sprint icon Usain Bolt. 

Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei headlines a strong badminton tournament and Olympic champions Australia will 

hope to become the inaugural gold medallists when women’s rugby makes its Games debut. Forecasts of 

wet weather for Wednesday and the following days didn’t deter Beattie, who declared: “A little bit of rain is 

not going to ruin the opening ceremony.” He added: “Queenslanders and Australians are very tenacious. 

We’ll just do singing in the rain if that’s what happens.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SLAMABAD: As many as 56 Pakistan athletes are representing their homeland in the Commonwealth Games 2018, 

being held at Gold Coast, Australia, from April 4 to April 15. The players will showcase their skills in different sports 

including hockey, swimming, table tennis, squash, weightlifting, shooting among others. The Pakistan squad is going 

up against more than 6,600 athletes and team officials from 71 Commonwealth nations and territories. In a squad 

comprising mostly men, ten Pakistan women hope to make their mark in their respective categories. 

Najma Parveen: Born in 1990, Najma Parveen hails from Faisalabad. She will represent her homeland in athletics 

and participate in women’s 200m and 400m hurdles and relays. Najma was a part of Pakistan’s squad in the 2016 Rio 

Olympics. She has been terrific in multiple events in which she has been featuring for the last few years. Her favourite 

events are 100m, 200m, 400m, 400m hurdles and relays. In April last year, she won six gold medals in the National 

Athletics Championship in Karachi. 

Bisma Khan: Born in 2002, the teenager, who hails from Lahore, will participate in women’s 50m freestyle, women’s 

100m freestyle and women’s 50m backstroke swimming competitions. She previously participated in Commonwealth 

Games in 2014 and ranked 32. During the South Asian Games 2016, the young swimmer won her first international 

medal for Pakistan in 50m backstroke. The child prodigy secured six gold medals and created two records even before 

turning 13. 

Palwasha Bashir: Born on October 20, 1987, Palwasha Bashir hails from Karachi. The athlete will be representing 

the country in the sport of badminton. During the events being held from April 10 to April 15, she will compete in 

singles, doubles and mixed doubles events. Palwasha will also be a part of the team playing against Scotland, India 

and Sri Lanka during the mixed team event at the Commonwealth Games. 

Mahnoor Shahzad: The 21-year-old badminton player, who hails from Karachi, will participate in women’s singles, 

women’s doubles, mixed doubles and mixed team event. A student of Karachi’s Institute of Business Administration, 

Mahnoor won the singles final during the International Badminton Tournament. Players from foreign countries such as 

Turkey, Nepal and Sri Lanka also participated in the competition, which was held from November 9 to November 12, 

last year. 

Minhal Sohail: Born n 1995, Minhal will feature in the women’s 10m air rifle shooting competition at the 

commonwealth games. The 23-year-old created history by representing Pakistan in the women shooting category at 

the Olympics game in Rio de Janeiro in 2016. 

Mehwish Farhan: The 31-year-old Karachiite will represent the country in women’s 10m air pistol shooting 

competition. Mehwish Farhan has previously participated in Asian Games 2014, where she secured the 37th position. 

Faiza Zafar: The 22-year-old squash player will represent Pakistan in the categories of women’s singles, women’s 

doubles and mixed doubles. The young athlete, who hails from Sialkot, has won many national level squash 

championships. 

Madina Zafar: Born in 1998, the teenage squash player hails from Gujranwala. She will participate in women’s 

singles, women’s doubles and mixed doubles categories at the commonwealth games. 

Fatima Khan: Born in 2001, Fatima Khan hails from Lahore. The female table tennis player will be 

representing Pakistan in women’s singles, women’s doubles and mixed doubles categories. 

Hareem Anwar Ali: The 18-year-old table tennis player will represent Pakistan in women’s singles, women’s 

doubles and mixed doubles categories. Hareem Anwar Ali hails from Karachi. 

 

 
 


